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Overview of the RI State Assessment Program
This table shows the test, the content area(s), and grade levels tested of all state assessments.
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Coronavirus and the RI State Assessment Program
ÅAssessment dates and policies may shift to accommodate changes in response to 

COVID-19.

ÅRIDE will notify test coordinators of any changes or updatesthat impact any part 
of the state assessment system and post those changes at www.ride.ri.gov/TC.

ÅTest Coordinators may need to adjust some test administration protocols in 
accordance with health and safety protocols released by RIDE. 
ÅtƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘ wL59Ωǎ /h±L5-19 page for guidance (www.ride.ri.gov/COVID-19). 
ÅPlease contact the Assessment Team with any questions.

ÅPlease plan to administer all state assessments in-person in the school building. 
There are no remote options for these assessments.
ÅCurrently, the U.S. Department of Educationhas notindicated or announced any changes to 

the current regulations,requirements, or calculations to accountability or state assessments, 
so we are operating under our current system.
ÅFor accountability purposes, students who do not take the state assessments expected for 

their grade level will be considered non-participants unless they either have a RIDE-approved 
medical exemption or are first-year EL students not taking the ELA portion of a particular 
assessment (see the RISAP TC Handbook posted at www.ride.ri.gov/TC). 
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Roles and Responsibilities
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District Test Coordinator: Role and Responsibilities
RISAP Test Coordinator Handbook (page 10)

ÅQualifications: 
ÅSuperintendent, assistant superintendent, curriculum director, director of 

teaching and learning, or designee employed by the LEA

ÅResponsible for coordination of test administration across the LEA:
ÅDevelop local policies and procedures to maintain test security.

ÅDisseminate and communicate policies and procedures to all involved in testing.

ÅInvestigate test security breaches and report them to RIDE as necessary.

ÅEnsure that student data delivered to RIDE is accurate and up-to-date.

ÅEnsure all staff involved with test administration participate in training and 
receive their certification 

ÅEnsure all students are tested.
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School Test Coordinator: Role and Responsibilities
RISAP Test Coordinator Handbook (page 10)

ÅQualifications: 

ÅPrincipal or designee (assistant principal, department chair, etc.) employed by the LEA

ÅResponsibilities: Proper preparation, administration, and follow-up for all state assessments

ÅSchool-level testing schedule development and communication

ÅEnsure that all staff involved with test administration:

ÅParticipate in scheduled training for test administration and test security

ÅAs appropriate, receive training in accommodations and administer them properly during test administration

ÅReceive the test administration manuals for tests they will administer

ÅReceive the Test Security Requirements for that assessment

ÅCommunicate security protocols (including cell phone policies), and report security breaches and/or 
irregularities to district test coordinator

ÅOrder, receive, inventory, distribute, and return test materials

ÅCommunicate information to parents and students about testing and provide students with opportunities 
to practice on the testing platforms

ÅEnsure accurate and up-to-date student data in the district SIS
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Technology Coordinator: Role and Responsibilities
see test coordinator manual for the particular assessment for detailed responsibilities

ÅQualifications: 

ÅDistrict and/or school technology director, IT director, or designee with technical expertise 

employed by the school or LEA

ÅResponsibilities: Ensures all devices used for testing are prepared and function 

ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ

ÅEnsuring testing devices meet technical requirements 

ÅInstalling the secure browser or testing application

ÅRemoving (or disabling) any software that would allow secure test material on testing 

devices to be viewed on another device during testing

ÅProviding technical support during testing

ÅDesignating someone at each testing location (school) to serve as site-based technology 

coordinator during testing
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Test Administrator Qualifications
RISAP Test Coordinator Handbook (page 11)

ÅIndividuals employed by the LEA as teachers

ÅLEA and school administrators

ÅLong-term substitutes

ÅSchool psychologists, school social workers, librarians, school guidance 

counselors, and speech pathologists

ÅTeachers employed by the district who hold provisional certificates

NOTE:Student teachers may not administerstate assessments, but can serve as hall monitors and assist 

the test administrator with materials.
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Test Administrator Responsibilities
RISAP Test Coordinator Handbook (page 11)

ÅAttend all training sessions for the tests you will be administering.

ÅRead all test administration manuals and accommodations manuals prior to testing.

ÅFollow all test security procedures.

ÅMake sure you understand and sign the Test Security Agreements.

ÅActively supervise the test at all times.

ÅEnsure that any accommodations decisions are made well before testing begins.

ÅKnow how to administer any accommodations students will be using.

ÅPractice with students receiving accommodations, especially if using any assistive 

technology or other accommodation delivered online.
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Proctor Qualifications and Responsibilities
RISAP Test Coordinator Handbook (pages 11-12)

ÅWho can be a proctor?

ÅIndividuals employed by the school or LEA.

ÅStudent teachers may serve as proctors but they cannot administer the test or be alone with the 

students; the test administrator must be present at all times.

ÅClasses larger than 25 students may benefit from having a proctor in addition to the Test Administrator.

ÅProctor responsibilities:

Åensuring test security protocols are followed

Åanswering basic test questions

Åhelping the test administrator monitor the students

NOTE:/ƻƭƭŜƎŜ .ƻŀǊŘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǇǊƻŎǘƻǊǎ άƳƻƴƛǘƻǊǎέΦ
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Test Administrator Training Requirements
RISAP Test Coordinator Handbook (pages 12-13)

For all state assessments, any school personnel who will have access to secure test content must: 

ÅBe trained in:

ÅTest security policies and procedures; including security procedures implemented by your school.

ÅTest administration policies and procedures

ÅAccommodations administration.

ÅReceive:

Åtest administrator manuals 

Åtest security requirements documents

ÅAny other manuals or information necessary for the tests being given.

ÅDocument: 

ÅTraining: Sign-in for all training and submit anycopies of your certificates of completion to your school test 
coordinator. Keep a copy of online training module completion certificatesfor your records.

ÅTest Security Agreements: Signandsubmit any test security agreement(s) to your school test coordinator and keep a 
copy of the test security agreement for your records.

ÅTest Materials: Sign all tracking sheets for any test materials you receive.
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Test Security
RISAP Test Coordinator Handbook (pages 13-15)
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General Security Requirements
ÅAll educators involved with preparing for or administering any part of the state assessments must:

Åbe trained in test security requirements and document their participation, and

Åsign the required affirmation of test security documents for each assessment. 

Åreceive and read the Test Administrator Manual(s) for that assessment and follow the security and test 
administration protocols therein.

Åensure all secure materials are tracked and monitored when not stored in the locked storage area designated 
by the School Test Coordinator.

Åreport all testing irregularities to their School Test Coordinator and follow protocol to ensure test security is 
not compromised.

ÅOnlyauthorized personnel may enter testing rooms while students are testing.  

ÅResearchers, parents, reporters, students not scheduled to be testing, and  school personnel not assigned to 
the room as test administrators or proctors are not allowedto enter the testing rooms. 

ÅSchool administrators, district personnel, and RIDE observers may enter testing rooms to monitor and observe 
testing procedures.

ÅTechnology staff may enter testing rooms to troubleshoot problems, but like all other personnel, are not 
permitted to photograph or otherwise view secure test content.
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ά{ŜŎǳǊŜέ ǾǎΦ άbƻƴ-{ŜŎǳǊŜέ aŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ

Secure Content & Materials

ÅTest questions, passages, question response options

ÅAny onscreen test content

ÅStudent test booklets

ÅAll student responses to test questions; including those 

generated by speech-to-text devices, typed on another 

computer, taken by a scribe, or derived by the student using 

manipulatives.

ÅStudent (and proctor) testing tickets for computer-based testing.

ÅUsed scratch paper that contains student writing.

ÅAnyother reference sheets or test materials that contain 

student writing.

All test materials must be returned to the 

school test coordinator.

Non-Secure Content & Materials

ÅTest Coordinator Manuals

ÅTest Administrator Manuals and scripts

ÅUnused paper (does not have any 

student writing):

Åscratch paper (any assessment)

Åreference sheets (RICAS Math)

Ågraphic organizers (RICAS ELA)

ÅPeriodic Tables (NGSA)
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Keep Test Materials Secure
ÅReceipt:Be aware of the schedule for receiving secure test materials for the various assessments so 

that the materials are signed for and kept track of once delivered.  

ÅStorage:Keep test materials in locked central storage when tests are not being administered. 

ÅAccess and Materials Transportation:  Restrict access to the locked storage area only to those school 
personnel authorized to access secure materials.

ÅTracking Forms: Monitor and account for all secure test materials at all times, particularly before and 
after each test session through the use of tracking forms. 

ÅStudent Devices: If a student needs to finish their test in a different room (testcompletion room, for
example),ensure that no test items are visible on the screen of the device whileƛǘΩǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƳƻǾŜŘ
(ŜΦƎΦΣ ƭƻƎ ƻǳǘ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǘŜǎǘ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ ƳŀƴǳŀƭύΦ

ÅPost-Testing Actions:Securely destroy (e.g., shred) student testing tickets, proctor testing tickets, and 
used scratch paper/reference sheets (i.e., written on by students) once all testing has been 
completed. 

ÅReturn Shipment: For secure test materials to be returned to the vendor (e.g., paper test booklets), 
ǇŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƛǇ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŀǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǘŜǎǘ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ƳŀƴǳŀƭΦ
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Materials Prohibited for Student Use during Testing
9ŀŎƘ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘΩǎ ¢!a ƭƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ 

required, permitted, or prohibited during testing.

ÅBefore and during testing, all materials relating to the subject area being tested must be covered 
or removed from the testing space. See test-specific TAMs for details.

ÅNote that the following materials are always prohibited for use by students during testing:

ÅCell phones 

ÅElectronic devices (other than the device used for computer-based testing or an accommodation) that access 
the Internet 

ÅDevices that can take photographs

ÅDictionaries or thesauruses that contain pictures and/or definitions*

ÅAny reference sheets or notes, other than the approved printed reference sheets listed in the TAM or other
approved materials for students with disabilities assigned those accommodations.

ÅUse of prohibited materials during testing is considered a testing irregularity, and may result in 
invalidation of scores.

*Word-to-word dictionaries for Els are allowable as an accommodation except on ACCESS tests.
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Examples of Test Irregularities
A test irregularity is any action that results in non-standard test administration. 

Test irregularities may result in invalidating scores.

Examples include:

ÅAllowingsomeone to administer the test who has not completed all test administration training;

ÅcoachingΣ ŜǊŀǎƛƴƎΣ ŀƭǘŜǊƛƴƎΣ ƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǘŜǎǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ǿŀȅΤ

Ågiving students access to test questions or prompts prior to testing; 

Åquestioning students about test content after the test; 

Åcopying, reproducing, or using any test materials in a way that is inconsistent with test administration or security policies; 

Åmaking notes on any test content that students see; this includes test items, reading passages, and science scenarios; 

Å failing to follow security procedures for receiving and returning test materials as directed, or failing to account for all secure test 

materials before, during, and after testing; 

Å failing to follow test administration directions or failing to read provided script; 

ÅŦŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƴƻǘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ L9tΤ ŀƴŘ 

Å failing to prohibit cell phone use during testing.
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What if a student has a cell phone during the test?

If the TA suspects, but has not 
confirmed, that the student has a 
device during testing:

ÅOnce confirmed, collect the device.

ÅAllow the student to finish the test.

ÅNotify the test coordinator 
immediately.

ÅConfirm whether or not the device 
was actually used after testing.

ÅThe school test coordinator will 
contact the district test 
coordinator.

ÅThe district test coordinator will 
contact RIDE.

Some accommodations require the 
use of a cell phone (such as 
monitoring blood sugar or managing 
hearing aids).

ÅKnow before testing which 
students have an 
accommodation that requires 
their cell phone.

ÅConfirm with your school test 
coordinator if the student has an 
accommodation that requires 
their cell phone. 

ÅStudents with one of these 
accommodations should keep 
cell phones visible on their 
desks, face up, in a clear plastic 
bag with notifications not 
applicable to the 
accommodation turned off.

If the student has a device 
during testing:

ÅCollect the device.

ÅStop testing the student.

ÅRemove the student from 
the testing room.

ÅNotify the test coordinator 
immediately.

ÅThe school test coordinator 
will contact the district test 
coordinator.

ÅThe district test coordinator 
will contact RIDE.
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Process for Reporting Test Irregularities

Follow these steps to report a test irregularity:

1. All test irregularities must be reported by the Test 
Administrator to the School Test Coordinator.

2. The School Test Coordinator must collect any 
information and/or documentation and inform the LEA 
or District Test Coordinator.

3. The LEA or District Test Coordinator must contact RIDE 
to discuss the incident and provide any 
documentation, as necessary.

4. The Office of Instruction, Assessment, and Curriculum 
will inform the LEA/district if it is required to submit a 
formal investigation report of the irregularity to RIDE 
by using the form in Appendix B of theRISAP TC 
Handbook. 

* For PSAT 10 and SAT, the procedures in the Test 
Coordinator Manuals for reporting irregularities must also 
be followed.

20
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Test Administration Interruptions

For interruptions like a student requesting to use 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘǊƻƻƳ ƻǊ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴǳǊǎŜΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΥ 

ÅStep 1:Follow the guidance provided by your 
School Test Coordinators on handling regular 
interruptions; this may include reading a 
script.

ÅStep 2:The student must sign out of the 
testing platform (CBT) or close their test and 
answer booklets (PBT) to maintain test 
security. Students may not remove secure 
materials from the testing room.

ÅStep 3:Test Administrators must maintain test 
security while any student is out of the room. 

Lƴ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘΦ

For interruptions over which you have no control 
like power failures: 

ÅStep 1:If possible, students should be instructed 
to sign out of the testing platform (CBT) or close 
their test and answer booklets (PBT) to maintain 
test security. Students may not remove secure 
materials from the testing room.

ÅStep 2:When normal conditions are restored, 
the Test Administrator may resume testing at the 
direction of the School Test Coordinator. 
Students should be given the amount of time the 
interruption took to complete the test session.

ÅStep 3:Any major disruption that affects an 
entire classroom or more must be reported to 
the School Test Coordinator.

21



Monitoring Visits
RISAP Test Coordinator Handbook (Appendix D)

Federal law requires RIDE toconductmonitoring of all state assessments.

ÅRIDE schedules state assessment visitsto schools toensure procedures are followed 
and toobtain feedbackfor improvement oftest protocols, procedures, andpolicies.

ÅSchools are selectedfor visits baseduponvarious criteria, for administration of a 
general education assessment and (if administered at the school) a DLM assessment.

ÅObservers may enteryour classroom toviewthe assessment taking place.
ÅTest administrators should continue to administer the state assessment according to protocol.

ÅObservers will minimizedisruptions to students by entering and exiting classrooms as quietly as 
possible.

ÅDuring the visit, observers mayspeak to youquietly, or they may simplyenter, observe,then exit 
your classroom.
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Monitoring Visits ςUpdate for This Year
RISAP Test Coordinator Handbook (Appendix D)

ÅSchools will be selected and 
participate in conference calls 

ÅRIDE staff will not be visiting schools 
for observations

ÅDistrict and/or school staff observers 
will conduct the observations

ÅAfter doing so complete the checklist 
shown here and return it to RIDE 
ÅNote:on the checklist, please do not 

identify rooms by teacher names ς
numbers or descriptions only (e.g., gym)
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Student Participation in State Assessments
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General RISAP Student Participation Policy
RISAP Test Coordinator Handbook (page 15)

All public school students are expected to participate in the state assessments in 
one of three ways:

1. Without accommodations

2. With accommodations

3. Alternate assessments (DLM and Alternate ACCESS for ELs)
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Public School Students
RISAP Test Coordinator Handbook (page 16)

ÅStudents attending a public, charter, or state-operated school in Rhode Island are 
expected to participate in the state assessments for their current grade level.

ÅThis includes students:
Åenrolled in public schools.

Åwho are English Learners (including First-Year EL students).

Åwho take the alternate assessments.

Åwho attend outplacement schools like Bradley or Pathways.

Åwho are incarcerated or in DCYF custody.

ÅHomeschooled students may participate in state assessments, free of charge, if 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ Ǉƭŀƴ (RISAP Test Coordinator 

Handbook, page 17).
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Current Grade Level
RISAP Test Coordinator Handbook (page 16)

Å2019-нл {ǘŀǘŜ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘǎΩ /ŀƴŎŜƭƭŀǘƛƻƴΥ
ÅStudents will notƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀƴŎŜƭŜŘΦ

ÅStudents will take the assessments for their current grade level (SY2020-нмύΦ

ÅCurrent Grade Level is the grade level indicated in the Enrollment Census for the 
current school year. 
ÅStudent data, including grade level and IEP status, come from the LEA and if incorrect must be 

fixed by the LEA: RIDEcannot change any student information.

ÅRIDE will register the student for all required tests at this grade level. 

ÅTesting the student at any other grade level may result in test scores being invalidated.

ÅAdditionally,
ÅIf a student skips a grade level, the student does not make up tests for the skipped grade.

ÅIf a student is retained, the student takes the tests for their current grade level, even if the student 
took the test(s) the previous year.
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Students Attending Outplacement Schools
RISAP Test Coordinator Handbook (page 16)

ÅGeneral Participation Rule applies: Students are expected to participate in the tests 
for their current grade level. 

ÅIt is the responsibility of the district to ensure that the school understands which tests 
Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 9ƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘ wŜŎƻǊŘ ƛƴ 
eRIDE is accurate.

ÅOut-of-State Schools:
ÅONLY the tests given as part of the Rhode Island State Assessment Program can be administered to 

RI students attending out-of-state schools.

ÅReview the information at www.ride.ri.gov/TCǳƴŘŜǊ άhǳǘǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎέ ǿƘŜƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
administer state assessments.

ÅTests must be administered within the published testing windows (see 
www.ride.ri.gov/assessment-schedules).
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Alternate Assessment
RISAP Test Coordinator Handbook (page 16)

ÅGeneral Participation Rule applies: Students are expected to participate in the tests 
for their current grade level 
ÅDynamic Learning Maps in ELA, math, and (if grades 5, 8, 11) science

ÅAlternate ACCESS for ELs if an English learner (grades 1-12)

ÅNOTES:
ÅNo alternate assessment at the 10th grade, except Alternate ACCESS for ELs. 

ÅIf a student is found eligible for the alternate assessment and the student is an EL student, they 
also take the Alternate ACCESS for ELs. 

ÅThe IEP Team Eligibility Guidance document is posted at www.ride.ri.gov/dlm. 

ÅPlease make every effort to conclude eligibility meetings on or before the end of March. This gives 
enough time to register students for DLM and for teachers to get the necessary preparation work 
done before testing begins in April.
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English Learners
RISAP Test Coordinator Handbook (pages 16-17)

ÅGeneral Participation Rule applies: Students are expected to participate in the tests 
for their current grade level 

ÅNOTE:
Å(+) If a student enrolled in a US public school after April 1, 2020, they are not required to take the 

ELA portions of the PSAT10, SAT, RICAS, or DLM.

ÅIf a First Year EL student would like to take the ELA test, the LEA and school will receive the score 
in the assessment files and parents will receive a score report. The ELA score will not be used for 
accountability purposes.

ELA Test
(PSAT10, SAT, RICAS,or DLM)

Math Test
(PSAT10, SAT, RICAS,or DLM)

ScienceTest
(NGSA or DLM Science)

First-YearEL Students
(on or after April 1, 2020) + Not Required Required Required

All Other EL Students Required Required Required
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Homeschooled Students
RISAP Test Coordinator Handbook (page 17)

Homeschooled students may participate in any of the state assessments for their 
ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǇƭŀƴΦ

ÅFamilies must contact the district office to arrange participation.

ÅDistrict must then ensure the student has a SASID, is enrolled in the LEA at the 
ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻŘŜŘ άIέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜwL59 9ƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘ /ŜƴǎǳǎΦ
ÅRIDE will then register the student for the test. 

ÅNote:ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƻŘŜŘ άIέΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ Ƴŀȅ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ 
measures όwL{!t ¢Ŝǎǘ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΩǎ IŀƴŘōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜ ннύ.

ÅStudents must test at the appropriatelocal school.
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Participation in RI PSAT10 and SAT School Day
RISAP Test Coordinator Handbook (pages 17-18)

ÅGeneral Participation Rule applies: Students are expected to participate in the tests 
for their current grade level (grade 10 or 11). 

ÅPlease note:
ÅSAT includes the essay.

ÅScores from any other date(s) than those published by RIDE are not considered valid for state 
assessment purposes.

ÅStudents who qualify for the alternate assessments do not take the PSAT10. 
There are no academic alternate assessments at the 10th grade.

ÅFirst-Year EL students may want to take the entire PSAT10 or SAT. 
ÅPlease make sure you talk with your EL students before you request a math-only test. 

ÅScores from ELA tests will not be used for accountability purposes, but the district and school will get 
scores and families will receive score reports.
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Registering Students for the State Assessments
RISAP Test Coordinator Handbook (pages 20-22)

ÅRIDE registers all students for their grade level according to the information 
provided by the LEA through the eRIDE Enrollment Census, Special Education 
Census, and LEP Census.
ÅAny errors found in the test registration systems, such as incorrect spelling, birthdate, grade 

level, etc., mustōŜ ŦƛȄŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭκ[9! ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [9!Ωǎ {L{Φ wL59 Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ 
information.

ÅStudents must be accurately coded for IEP or 504 plan (or LEP status) in order to be assigned 
certain accommodations in the test management systems (e.g., PAN, TIDE).

ÅStudents who change grade levels during the school year are expected to participate in the 
tests for their current grade level after the date of the grade change (see the RISAP TC 
Handbook pages 21-22 for examples).

ÅRIDE develops a timeline for registering students for each assessment. There are no 
cut-off dates for registering for any state assessment.
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Exemptions from State Assessments
RISAP Test Coordinator Handbook (page 18; Appendix G)  &  www.ride.ri.gov/assessment-exemptions

ÅThere are only two ways in which a student may be officially exempt from the state assessments:

1. They are a First-Year EL student so they are not required to take the ELA, reading, or writing sections of the 
academic tests for one year.

2. The student meets the criteria for a medical exemption (see RISAP TC Handbook Appendix E). If the student is able 
to receive instruction, then he/she is able to participate in state assessments and will not receive an exemption.

ÅFor medical exemptions, the student must meet both of the following criteria:

1. ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎƻ ǎŜǾŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ όǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΣ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ 
or outplacement facility) and

2. The student cannot participate in any assessments, even with adjustments or accommodations.

ÅProcess for Medical Exemptions: 

ÅDistrict test coordinators are responsible to submit the appropriate form requesting a medical exemption to RIDE 
through the eRIDE portal (see RISAP TC Handbook Appendix E).

ÅOutplacement Schools: Requests must be submitted through the sending district office. Outplacement schools do 
not have access to the Medical Exemption portal in eRIDE.
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Parent Refusals
RISAP Test Coordinator Handbook (page 18)

ÅState assessments provide useful information to districts and schools.

ÅWe encourage everyone to convey to families the importance of the information you and your 

ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜǇǎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 

remain safe and healthy, and to encourage and welcome students to school and to participate in 

the state assessments.

ÅRI does not have a state system for collecting or tracking parent refusals.

ÅThe RISAP Test Coordinator Handbook(page 18) states: 

ά{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǘŜǎǘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ǊŜŦǳǎŀƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ƴƻƴ-participants for 

accountability purposes. LEAs may have policies regarding handling parent refusals; however, 

RIDE expects all students in tested grades to participate in the state assessments for their current 

ƎǊŀŘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭΧέ

ÅCurrently the U.S. Department of Education has not indicated or announced any changes to the 

current regulations, requirements, or calculations to accountability or state assessments.
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Accommodations and Accessibility Features (AAF)
www.ride.ri.gov/Accommodationsfor the AAF Manual, Assessment-Specific Materials, and Webinar 
Presentations and Recordings 
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What are accommodations for state testing?

ÅTest supports for state assessments are split into two groups:
ÅAccessibility features ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΣ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƭŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ Řƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻǊ 9[κa[[ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ Ƴŀȅ 

have during testing, like magnification, answer masking, andcolor contrast.

ÅAccommodationsfor students with disabilities and EL/MLL students. 

ÅAccommodations are supports that a student may use that mitigates the effects of a disability or English 
proficiency level and allow the student to participate in testing, instruction, or any other activity. 

ÅStudent should be using the accommodation(s) in the classroom throughout the year  to support access 
ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘǎΦ

ÅAccommodations do not ŎƘŀƴƎŜΥ

Åthe ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘŜǎǘŜŘΤ  

Åthe expectations for learning or achievement.
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How to Select an Accommodation

Area of Need Evidence/Data Accommodation

Each accommodation should be directly 
related to the area of need and be clearly 
connected to the evidence and data that 
show the selected accommodation(s) are 
needed in order for the student to access 
the test.

Before the IEP team can select an 
accommodation, they must first 
identify the barrier (area of need) 
ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ 
performance.  

The IEP Team must use evidence 
such as diagnostic assessments, 
past and current IEPs/504 Plans, 
instructional accommodations.
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State Policy for Accommodations 
ÅOnly the following students may receive accommodations:
Å{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ рлп tƭŀƴ ƻǊ L9t  όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 9[ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎύ

ÅEL students currently receiving services

ÅEL students who are being monitored

ÅAccommodations must be included in the 504 or L9t
ÅTestingmay not begin if the accommodationis not included in the IEPor 504 Plan.

ÅConvenean IEP Team meeting

ÅFollow district IEP amendment process

ÅAccommodations for EL students should be formally documented.

ÅCanuse the form in the AAF manual, but it is not required. 
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Embedded and External Versions of Accommodations
ÅThese are examples of student needs and possible accommodations addressing that need. 

ÅAccommodations provided must be decided upon by the IEP Team.

ÅAccommodations vary by test (see the AAF Manual for a complete list of available test supports).

Student Need
Compatible/ 

Embeddedin online test platform
Non-Compatible/ 

External Device or provided by test administrator

Student has a visual impairment and 
requires the text of the test to be larger.

Magnifier or Zoom tool Hand-held magnificationdevice
Large-print paper test books

Student is blind. Text-to-Speech through JAWS, NVDA, 
or Refreshable Braille

Human Read Aloud
Hard-copy Braille Edition

Student speaks aloud and their answers 
are recorded.

Embedded Speech-to-Text HumanScribe; Dragon Naturally Speakingon separate 
computer.

Student requires a word process or word 
prediction device for assistance in 
spelling words.

Embedded:
Å Word Prediction
Å Spell-checker

External device:
Å word prediction
Å spell-checker

Student requires text to be read aloud. Embedded Text-to-Speech Human Read Aloud

Studentis an English learner who reads 
and receives instruction in Spanish.

Computer-based test Spanish edition Spanish paper edition
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Accessibility Features for All Students

ÅAvailable to all students, regardless of their IEP, 504 Plan, or EL status.

ÅInclude in the IEP, 504, or EL plan.

ÅVarious types:
ÅTest platform display (e.g., screen magnification, color contrast)

ÅTools embedded in the test platform (e.g., answer masking, highlighter)

ÅTest setting or administration (e.g., extended time, breaks, small group administration)

ÅAssignment and use (review the AAF Manual for details):
ÅSome assessment platforms require some accessibility features (e.g., color contrast) be indicated in

the test platform before testing begins so the student receivesthe right test form.

ÅLikeaccommodations, accessibility features havea version that can be used on a computer-based 
test anda version that can be used on a paper test.
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Accommodations Resources
www.ride.ri.gov/accommodations

Training recordings 
and presentations

AAF Manual: NEW 
version posted. Contains 
all forms and information 

about test supports. Test-specific 
accommodations 
manuals and 
materials. 
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